
Classroom Observation Form (Open-Ended)  
 
 
Instructor ___Noah Moskat___________ Observer ___Kristin Imre_______________ 
 
Course __First-Year Writing Seminar_____ Number of students present ____14_______ 
 
Date/time of observation ___2/15/13 12pm____ Location _Stokes 121N ___________ 
 
NOTE: 
This form provides 5 areas for observation, and may be used by the observer to record feedback 
during the classroom visit. The observer is encouraged to provide feedback for each area of the 
instructor’s teaching practices which was observed. 
 

 Observer Feedback 

1. Knowledge  

Of topic Noah demonstrated an easy command of the material.  He 
presented the new content with confidence and fielded questions 
with ease. 

Of students He has an easy way of using names and referencing to past work 
and comments that puts the students at ease. 

2. Organization  

Before class Noah spent the time before class writing on the board and 
preparing for class to start.  He spoke with students as they came 
in in a comfortable and friendly manner. 

Introduction Noah began class with brief announcements and then a short 
discussion of the phrase “details in transition,” which introduced 
the major new concepts of the class while building on their prior 
work. 

Topic progression The class developed on the ideas introduced at the start and 
culminated in an activity that asked the students to actively 
engage with the new concepts: they began with a brief 
conversation that introduced ideas of transition and details; next 
Noah presented new concepts concerning transition; then the 
students worked in groups analyzing the text they read in terms 
of transitions and presented that work to the group.  
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Summary At the end of class, Noah took a moment to sum up the final 
activity and then look ahead to future work. 

Use of time The class was well organized and used the time well.  Each 
activity got enough time to bolster good thinking, but moved on 
to a new activity before students lost interest. 

3. Skills and Techniques  

Use of room Noah used the room well.  The students are arranged in a U-
shape with the board at the front of the room.  The students can 
see each other, which helps to facilitate the conversation Noah 
encourages.  Further, he used the board in a productive manner 
to chronicle the concepts of the class and engage the students. 

Use of active learning 

strategies 

The class balanced active learning with the introduction of new 
information.  The final activity asked students to demonstrate 
their understanding of transitions by analyzing a piece of writing 
and then presenting their work.  This portion of the class elicited 
the most enthusiasm and thoughtful comments from the 
students. 

Checks for understanding Noah consistently paused to ask for questions.  His lesson also 
built in checks for understanding by having students work with 
text in a way that displayed their understanding, or lack there of, 
of the concepts introduced that day. 

Addresses questions Noah engaged questions with enthusiasm.   

4. Communication  

Listens to students Noah is attentive to his student’s comments.  He often asks 
follow-up questions of both the specific student and the class to 
complicate or help elaborate their thinking.  He is encouraging 
in his responses. 

Rapport with students Noah engaged in an easy, confident, and supportive manner with 
his students.   

Heard/understood Noah spoke clearly and audibly. 

Gestures/movements Noah tended to stay at the front of the classroom.  However, 
during the group work activity he moved through the classroom, 
engaging with each group individually. 
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Eye contact He made eye contact with students when they spoke. 

5. Student Performance  

Preparation Based on the discussions I heard during their group work, most 
students had completed the reading before class. 

Interaction This group of students seems rather quiet.  They were hesitant to 
answer questions.  Noah and I discussed strategies (giving 
students questions to prepare before hand, cold calling, group 
work, etc) to help facilitate discussion in this quiet group. 

 

 
                                                
 Instrument adapted from Seldin, P. and Associates. (2006). Evaluating faculty performance: A practical guide to 
assessing teaching, service, and research. Bolton, MA: Anker Publishing. 


